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Double Take Webinar Series
“How Should We Index This Image?”

Welcome! We'll get started at 4PM ET.



OF CONGRESS

Welcome! We’re glad you’re here!

Use the chat box to introduce yourselves:
» Your first name
» Where you’re joining us from
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Double Take:

How Should We Index This Image?

Arden Alexander and Libby McKiernan,
Technical Services Division
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017796546/

Prints and Photograph collections include:

Photographs Posters

5
P&Pprints & Photographs
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008680355/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/wpapos/item/98518597/

Drawings

Prints & Photographs
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017658965/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2009615058/

Prints & Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC)

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS
ONLINE CATALODG (PPOC)

& PPOC Home

= About PPOC

= PPOC collections
= Search Tips

o Download Tips

Browse By:
* Creator/Related Names
* Subjects
+ Formats

More Resources

- Prints & Photographs Reading
Room

~ Aslk a Prints & Photographs
Librarian

BLOG:
PICTURE THIS

Prints & Photographs Online Catalog

S Print ESubscribe BShare/Save

———

uﬁ%

- “ﬂ:ﬂn

]

. Hiztoric American Buildings
Sunney/Historic American
2 = F i Histor
American Landscape= Sunney

Po=ters: WPA Posters

oe

All collections | & Wiew All with Descripticn

Abdul Hamid 1T Collectian

Ansel Adams's Photographs of

Manzanar
{ Bain Collection

Brady-Handy Collection

Japanese-American Internment at

Cabinet of American Illustration

Carpenter Collection

Agvanced | Halg

Farm S=curity
Sdminetration OfMo= of War
Information Black-and-Whit=
Negathves

African American Photographs
HAssem r 1500 Paris Expesition

Architecture, Design & Engineering

 Dirawings

Baseball Cards

Erumfield Collection

Carnegie Survey of the Architecture of

the South

Cartoon Drawings
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/

Prints & Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC)

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS ; -
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC) Prints & Photographs Online Catalog

&= print Bl Subscribe Share/Save

Advanc=d | Help

@ PPOC Home

Prokudin-Gorskii Collection Sikkim Photos (Kandell Collection]

Sterecgraph Cards Thesaurus For Graphic Materials

Tissandier Collection p : Van Vechten Collection

World's Transportation Commission Wright Brothers Negatives

8
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/

Thesaurus for Graphic Materials (TGM)

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS . .
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC) Thesaurus For Graphic Materials

= Print Subscribe @Share/Save

& PPOC Home

© About PPOC
© PPOC collections
© Search Tips

Photographs

© Download Tips

Search All Search This Collection

RN —
‘
b SehAll  seorch s Collction

This Collection: GO

© View All

© About the Thesaurus for
Graphic Materials

© Fields in Term Record

Advanced | Help

No images are digitized | No jpegs/tiffs display outside Library of Congress | View All

About the Thesaurus for Graphic Materials

Displays

] AEM The Thesaurus for Graphic Materials is a tool for indexing visual materials by subject and by genre/format. The thesaurus
Subject includes more than 7,000 subject terms and 650 genre/format terms to index types of photographs, prints, design

@ Application Guidelines: drawings, ephemera, and other pictures. In 2007, the subject and genre/format vocabularies, previously maintained
Genre/format separately, were merged into a single list and migrated to new software, MultiTes. Other minor changes are clarified in

B Subdivision Lists the links below. For questions about the thesaurus, contact TGM editors at: tgmed@loc.gov.

© Download TGM (complete)

© Download TGM
(genre/format terms only)

© New Term Proposal Form

Browse By:

Prints & Photographs
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/tgm/

History of the TGM

PAade v -
2T ™ @

FORMATION PHROTOGRALHS

colEDT  AND FORESTEY
canD ‘?TAND%

e —

#

- o=

E \DSWING -- P\LUL Cr=u/
F'\SH HATO LERIES

auhy File—Fires & explos

FA

‘.’-5‘;‘(\\1%54‘
FENLES

A

Fnuns aNo cRemmidG -

!

»

PP

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

10



TGM terms include:

Objects: Activities:
Trucks Running

11
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2014633189/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2015645584/

Structures: People:
Skyscrapers Photographers
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016653212/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722519/

Format/Physical characteristics:

Architectural drawings

=
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/il0674.sheet.00003a/

Genres:
Landscape photographs

14
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006676217/

Poll

What TGM subject term appears the most often in
the Prints & Photographs Online Catalog (PPOC)?

P&PPrints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



A. Gardens
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007685909/

B. Children

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017713964/

C. Dwellings

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016648720/

C. Dwellings

PP
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ade1997000024/
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018747754/
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018745997/

Why did the Prints and Photographs Division need its own
thesaurus? Some examples:

Peace signs

23
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016651745/

Visual conventions, for example:

Ball & chain

"

P&Fprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010636857/

Happiness

PP

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2019635234/

New Terms:

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2020634750/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2020681710/

TGM “Bucket” in the Prints and Photographs Online Catalog

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS - <
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC) Prints & Photographs Online Catalog

&= print Bl Subscribe Share/Save

i 2 \ Advanced | Help
@ PPOC Home

AL rl_.‘l_ Prokudin-Gorskii Collection
g

o About PPOC
_ Sikkim Photos (Kandell Collection)

I e Thesaurus For Graphic Materials
L e—

'-w: Tissandier Collecticon p A Van Vechten Collection

Sterecgraph Cards

sl World's Transportation Commission

L, T

Wright Brothers Negatives

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/
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Search

Thesaurus For Graphic Materials: Search Results

= erint ElSubscribe B Share/Save

Search This Collection

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC) Ly

Rasults 1 - 4 of 4 1

4 results containing "Pumpkins”

1 C Pumpkins )
TGM

Giaphic Materiss

Jack-o-lanterns

(]

TGM

Thesaieus For
Grmphic Materiss

G0

[l Larger image available anywhere | [] Larger image available only at the Library of Congress

Bithv mimo=dl

Views: List B | Gallery B | Grig

Help

[] Mot Digitized (4]

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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Pumpkins

Ttem 1 =f 4 TGM
(%) Back to Smarch Results }::E—::F;
hatrrials

Thesaurus For
Graphic Materials

check for pickures with th@

Facet HNote:

- --[country or state]--[city]

Related Broader Term(s):

- Brows= neighborning_it=ms by call number. _ EqLIEEl'IEE

Collection: Thessurus For Graphic Materists [check for pictures with this index term] [thesaurus term(s] only]
Related Term(s): .

- Jack-o-lanterns _
[check for pictures with this index term] [thesaurus term(s] only]

- Melons
[check for pictures with this index term] [thesaurus term(s) only]
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82 results containing "Pumpkins”

B Larger image available anywhere (72)

‘,t ‘k',_‘_‘,;a o

Gourds, pumpkins (which

are a form of gourds),
and twig_...

Giant pumpkin outside
the Blue Paddle Bistro in
South Hero, ...

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Fall display at
Hershberger's Farm and

Bakery, a greatly
expanded ...

Corn and pumpkins,
Berkshire Hills, Mass.

P
£
" e = —

Giant pumpkins make a

fall appearance at

Hackett's orchards, which

B Larger image available only at the Library of Congress (8)

A gift shop prepares for

buyers lcoking for
pumpkins and ...

Corn and pumpkins,

Berkshire Hills, Mass.

“:‘..- FO e

&, W ¢

Pumpkins by the dozens,

harvested from the fields

LOOK

Magazine Photograph
Collection Record

Mexican food

Corn and pumpkins,,
Berkshire Hills, Mass.

Artist Moe Auger's
elaborate creation from a

behind this ...

435-pound pumpkin that

M Not Digitized (2)

Pumpkin stand in

Southington, Connecticut

A Golden harvest

Artists Erica Qualey and
Mary Boothby's painted

pumpkin at the ...




PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS m

3 ".‘ :'\. ATAI I--:.-'_ Fla]=Talal )
INLINE CATALOG (PPOC)  pympiins GO| agvarced | e
Results 1 - 20 of 210 12345 ..11 [ View: B | Gallery B | Grid # | Slide [

210 results containing "Pumpkins”

10 results containing “pumpkins”

W Larger image available only at the Library of Congress (17) | [l Mot Digitized (25)

- -

Historic Amesican Buildings Servay - y - S
Historic Americon Engineering Reomrd 3 HABS/HAER/HALS
Historic Amaricas Landsmpes Servay :

for th : N Merritt Parkway, Pumpkin Cabinet Lady directs cutting Pumpkin Island Light
or the a custome ; = - . = T
for the autumn customer IJI":II'I customer Brook Culvert a of pumpkin at Girl Scouts Station, Pumpkin Island, at

fUST ... cin_Brook Halloween ... northern end of ... southwest, ...

3. Keeper's house, view 4. Light tower and keeper's 6. Keeper's house, southeast

northwest, southeast and house, view northeast,
northeast sides - ... southwest side ...

Z. Keeper's house and light
parlor, lo g_northwest -

5. Light tower and keeper's Pumpkin Island ...
house, view southeast

tower, view southwest,
northeast and ...
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Advanced search

PRINTS & PHOTOGRAPHS m
ONLINE CATALOG (PPOC)

Pumpking

Search the subject fields E Match Exactphrasem No variants E

Results Per Page: records.

G0

Besi | Help
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



Subject Indexing Principles

» Subject analysis

» Selection of terms from a thesaurus

P&PPrintS & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



Subject Analysis

v' Examine image carefully

v Look for major focus

v' People, structures, activities, objects

v'Use captions and other text for clues to subjects
v' Well-known people, events, and organizations

v' Keep in mind popular research topics

PP

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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Index for both what the image shows and the context:
“of” and “about”

ar S v b B

PAVING THE WAY

T e S

PP
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2016686322/

Choose the most specific term: “Roses,” not “Flowers”

A Conadian Fuacific nOTEL

VICTORIA B, L.
IN CANADA'S EVERGREEA PLAYGROUND

P&Fprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017648626/

Example #1

:
e
-
i
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002712185/

Subjects:

Clamming—New York (State)—Long
Island—1950-1960.

Nuns—New York (State)—Long
Island—1950-1960.

Format:
Title: [Nuns clamming on Long Island] _ _
Creator(s): Frissell, Toni, 1907-1988, ~ Safety film negatives—1950-1960.
photographer
Date Created/Published: [1957 Sept.]

38
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002712185/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Frissell%2C%20Toni%2C%201907-1988

Example #2

P&Pprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013646406/

Title: [High school locker room gloom] / World Telegram & Sun photo
by Walter Albertin.

Creator(s): Albertin, Walter, photographer
Date Created/Published: 1950 Nov. 25.

PP

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013646406/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Albertin%2C%20Walter

Subjects:
Teenagers--1950.

Football--New York (State)--
Freeport--1950.

Football players--New York
(State)--Freeport--1950.

Sadness--1950.

Title: [High school locker room gloom] / World
Telegram & Sun photo by Walter Albertin.
Creator(s): Albertin, Walter, photographer
Date Created/Published: 1950 Nov. 25.

Format:

Photographic prints--1950.

P&Pprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013646406/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Albertin%2C%20Walter

Example #3

Prints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS



https://www.loc.gov/item/2019634695/

Subjects:

Winfrey, Oprah,--Trials, litigation, etc.--
Texas.

Courtrooms--Texas--1990-2000.
Judicial proceedings--Texas--1990-2000.

Libel & slander--Texas--1990-2000.

Format:

Title: Oprah / B. Woosley.
Creator(s): Woosley, Brigitte, artist

Courtroom sketches--1990-2000.

Date Created/Published: 1998. Drawings--Color--1990-2000.

43
P&Fprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Woosley%2C%20Brigitte
https://www.loc.gov/item/2019634695/

Example #4

44
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002695276/

ot o .
'f-fr‘f'fﬂi El,g.‘.“}t N et
SJeargaaLIE

Title: Ringling Bros, world's greatest shows Raschetta brothers,

marvelous somersaulting vaulters / / Courier Company Lith.
Dept., Buffalo, N.Y.

Date Created/Published: Buffalo : Courier Litho Co., ¢c1900.

PP
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

45


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002695276/

Title: Ringling Bros, world's greatest
shows Raschetta brothers, marvelous
somersaulting vaulters / / Courier
Company Lith. Dept., Buffalo, N.Y.
Date Created/Published: Buffalo :
Courier Litho Co., c1900.

Subjects:

Ringling Brothers--People--1900.

Circuses & shows--1900.
Circus performers--1900.
Acrobats--1900.

Format:

Chromolithographs--Color--1900.

Circus posters--American--1900.

P&Pprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002695276/

Example #5

P&PPrints & Photographs
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018673618/

Subjects:
Boys.

City & town life.

Gambling.

Format:
Title: Game of Craps. Cincinnati, Ohio. Aug. Glass negatives.
1908. Location: Cincinnati, Ohio / Photo by
Lewis W. Hine. Photographic prints.
Creator(s): Hine, Lewis Wickes, 1874-1940,
photographer

Date Created/Published: 1908 August.

48
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2018673618/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/related/?fi=name&q=Hine%2C%20Lewis%20Wickes%2C%201874-1940

Example #6

P&Pprints & Photographs
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2015646954/

Title: [Kittens crawling on Representative Peter Kostmayer in his
congressional office]
Date Created/Published: [26 June 1991]

PP
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2015646954/

Subjects:
Kostmayer, Peter H.
Cats--Washington (D.C.)--1990-2000.

Legislators--Washington (D.C.)--1990-
2000.

Format:

Title: [Kittens crawling on Representative
Peter Kostmayer in his congressional
office]

Date Created/Published: [26 June 1991]

Film negatives--1990-2000.

Portrait photographs--1990-2000.

51
P&Pprints & Photographs
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS


https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2015646954/

Thank you!

Questions? Post them in the Q&A!

Thesaurus For Graphic Materials (TGM):
www.loc.qov/pictures/collection/tgm

Ask a Librarian:
ask.loc.qgov/prints-photographs

TGM in LC Linked Data Service:
id.loc.gov/vocabulary/graphicMaterials.html

LC Authorities: authorities.loc.gov

52
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/tgm/
https://ask.loc.gov/prints-photographs/
https://id.loc.gov/vocabulary/graphicMaterials.html
https://authorities.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2011635788/

